In Our Prayers c%

We pray for Carol Davis, Kay Lafever and David Connor, son of Linda Connor, for
health reasons. We pray for C.A. and Maythia Johnson as their son, Keith, enters
the Church Triumphant. We also pray for our Special Care friends, especially
Kitty Mills and Hal Lafever.

Central Happenings

SUNDAY - December 14

10:00 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary/Online)

MONDAY - December 15

6:00 p.m. Scouts (Scout Room)

WEDNESDAY - December 17

10:00 a.m. Women of the Word [WOW] (Fitch Parlor)
12:00 p.m. Charity Knitters (Discipleship)

THURSDAY - December 18

10:00 a.m. Library Team (Fitch Parlor)

Please sign the congregational letters in the Gathering Space.

Please use the Ritual of Friendship pads to let us know you’re with us today.
Whether you are in person or on-line, you can also sign in at
centralpreschurch.org/friendship

In our effort to be inclusive of those who are unable to be with us in person, we
live stream our worship services online. For those who are camera-shy, seating
is available in the back two rows of the main floor or anywhere in the balcony.

All college students are invited to have lunch on Central. Please find Terry and
Lynne Phillips in the Gathering Space immediately after the service to say you're
joining in.

The greeters this morning are Carol Camilotto and Jeannene Ackerman.

Cover image: “The Good That Is Yours”, by Lisle Gwynn Garrity. Inspired by Luke
3:7-16. Artist Statement: The center shows a pin wheel of fire (holy spirit)
surrounded by fruits of the Spirit and a blue cross filled with the waters of
baptism. John tells us that there is a way to begin again.
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Central Presbyterian Church

Third Sunday of Advent
Words for the Beginning

“Do the Good That Is Yours to Do”

December 14, 2025
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Welcome

Minute for Mission
Lighting of the Advent Candles
Prelude “What Child is This? (Greensleeves)”

Bruce Ward

(arr. Chip Davis)



*Call to Worship Debra Hester

Leader: “Teacher,” the crowd asked, “What should we do?”
People: If you have two shirts, give one away.

Leader: Hold onto hope.

People: Live like we belong to one another.

Leader: Speak the truth.

People: Look for God.

Leader: Do the good that is yours to do.

People: It’s all that easy, and it’s all that hard. Let us worship our
present and active God.

*Hymn “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” 93
Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession (Unison)

Liberating God, there are days when the world can feel like it’s
crumbling. There are days when | doubt that | can make a
difference. | ask myself, what could these two hands do? What
could this one voice say? Shake me free of my own paralysis and
self-doubt. Remind me that | am not called to fix everything. |
am simply called to do the good that is mine to do. With hope in
my heart and a fire in my bones, | pray. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness

Leader: Friends, no matter how many times we lose momentum,
doubt our own ability, or tell ourselves that the problems of the
world are simply too big, God sees what we cannot. God calls us
by name, surrounds us in grace, and invites us to begin again.
Trusting in this good news, join me in proclaiming these words of
forgiveness:

People: We are loved. We are forgiven. We are invited to do the
good that is ours to do. Thanks be to God for this new beginning.
Amen.

* Please stand as you are able.

*Congregational Response “Glory to God” (back cover Hymnal)
*Passing of the Peace

Prayer for lllumination
First Reading Isaiah 58:9b—12
Children’s Time
Second Reading Luke 3:7-16

Message “Fruit Worth Bearing” Rev. Wil Reinowski
*Hymn “Do the Good That’s Yours to Do” Insert
*Affirmation of Faith
*Congregational Response  “Gloria Patri” (back cover Hymnal)
Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to Offering

The offering basket is located at the back of the west aisle of the
sanctuary. Feel free to leave your offering at any time.

Offertory “Christmas Bell Tidings” (Michael Ryan)

*Doxology 606
*Prayer of Dedication (Unison):

Merciful God, receive these offerings and bless them for your work.
Multiply their reach, deepen their impact, and use them to mend what
is broken. As we give, strengthen our hands to do the good that is ours
to do, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

*Hymn “Go to the World!” 295
*Benediction
Postlude

“Ding! Dong! Merrily on High” (traditional)
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