
 

 

In Our Prayers  

We pray for Carol Davis, Kay Lafever and David Conner, son of Linda Conner, for 

health reasons. We pray for C.A. and Maythia Johnson as their son, Keith, enters 

the Church Triumphant. We also pray for our Special Care friends, especially 

Kitty Mills and Hal Lafever.  

Central Happenings 

SUNDAY – December 21 
10:00 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary/Online) 
MONDAY – December 22 
6:00 p.m. Scouts (Scout Room) 
WEDNESDAY – December 24 
Christmas Eve (Office Closes at 12:00 p.m.) 
7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service (Sanctuary) 
THURSDAY – December 25 
Christmas Day (Office Closed) 

Please sign the congregational letters in the Gathering Space. 

Please use the Ritual of Friendship pads to let us know you’re with us today. 
Whether you are in person or on-line, you can also sign in at 
centralpreschurch.org/friendship 

In our effort to be inclusive of those who are unable to be with us in person, we 
live stream our worship services online. For those who are camera-shy, seating 
is available in the back two rows of the main floor or anywhere in the balcony.  

The greeters this morning are Chip and Carolyn Goldsberry. 

Cover image: “Magnify”, by Hannah Garrity.  Inspired by Luke 1:46-45. Artist 
Statement: The center is Mary’s soul that begins to look like an eye. It originates 
as an outward spiral abstraction of the soul magnifying God. She can see hope, 
justice and right relationships. 

Liturgy adapted from the Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | 
sanctifiedart.org. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Central Presbyterian Church 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Words for the Beginning 

“Hope Is Worth the Risk” 

December 21, 2025 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Welcome 

Minute for Mission        Harriet Smith  
Pastor: Wil Reinowski 

Congregation Coordinator: Jessica Pisarski 
Adult Handbells: Janice Spitalniak 

Organist: Doug Fletcher 
Custodian: Bob Hill 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
31 North Seventh Street 

Lafayette, IN 47901 
Office Hours - 9am-12pm Monday–Thursday 
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www.centralpreschurch.org 

 



 

* Please stand as you are able.  

Prelude “What Child is This? (Greensleeves)”     (arr. Chip Davis) 

*Call to Worship  Cris King  

Leader: In this weary world, we sing of joy. 

People: In this weary world, we sing of joy. 

Leader: In this fragile world, we lift each other up. 

People: In this fragile world, we lift each other up. 

Leader: In this beautiful world, we look for God. 

People: In this beautiful world, we look for God. 

Leader: In this tender world, we hold onto hope. 

People: In this tender world, we hold onto hope. 

Leader: This is the invitation of faith. So in this time of worship, 
may we sing, lift up, look for, and hold onto our with-us God. 

People: With hope in our hearts, Amen! 

*Hymn “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” 83 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Gracious God, you paint pictures of what could be, but we 
declare those visions impossible. You speak of the lion lying 
down with the lamb, but we spout skepticism and uncertainty. 
You dream of a more just day, but we poke holes in the plan, 
unable to fathom that horizon. Forgive us for losing sight of 
hope. Forgive us for assuming that what we see is all there is. 
Open up our hearts to see the world as you see it. Open up our 
hearts to risk hope, to dream dreams, and to not be afraid of 
either. With gratitude we pray, Amen. 

Declaration of Forgiveness 

Leader: Friends, no matter what you hold onto, and no matter 
what you let slip through your hands, God is holding onto you. 
That good news will never change. So hear and believe the good 
news of the Gospel: 
 

People: Today is a new day. Today, we have reason to hope. 
Today, we are forgiven. And the same will be true tomorrow. 
Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen. 

*Congregational Response  “Glory to God”  (back cover Hymnal)  

*Passing of the Peace 

Prayer for Illumination 

First Reading            Matthew 1:18–25 

Children’s Time 

Second Reading  Luke 1:46–55 

Message “When Hope Wears Skin” Rev. Wil Reinowski 

*Hymn “Savior of the Nations Come” 102 

*Affirmation of Faith  

*Congregational Response  “Gloria Patri” (back cover Hymnal) 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Invitation to Offering 

The offering basket is located at the back of the west aisle of the 
sanctuary. Feel free to leave your offering at any time. 

Offertory “Christmas Bell Tidings” (Michael Ryan) 

*Doxology  606 

*Prayer of Dedication (Unison): 

God of promise, we give these gifts in gratitude for the hope you 
plant within us. Bless what we bring, that it may become light in 
the shadows, courage for the fearful, and renewal for the weary. 
May our giving bear witness to your steadfast love through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*Hymn “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 108 

*Benediction 

Postlude  “Ding! Dong! Merrily on High” (Traditional)  


